




Serving our communities through  
trust and collaboration: 

“ When you think of the Big Ten Academic 
Alliance CIOs, you might think first of 
their big collaborative programs and 
shared infrastructure, such as their 
co-owned OmniPoP Network or shared 
security assessment platform. Or you 
might reflect on the impact that this 
group of CIOs and their sponsored  
IT professional peer groups have on  
the national IT and higher education 
communities writ broadly, through the 
scholarly contributions, open source 
tools, and other resources they provide  
to cybersecurity, identity access 
management, IT accessibility and the 
whole range of IT matters. 

Even more than those highly valuable 
outcomes, perhaps the most significant 
aspect of the CIOs Group is how the  
CIOs and their teams learn from one 
another and take that expertise home  
to better serve the missions and 
communities of their own universities. 
The outcomes and advances for our 
universities through this collaboration  
is the envy of higher education 
collaborations nationally.”

Sean Reynolds 
Vice President for Information Technology  
and Chief Information Officer 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

OmniPoP is a fiber optic network  
collaboration between participating  
Big Ten Academic Alliance members. 
Shared infrastructure and a uniquely  
rich collaborative community provide 
OmniPoP members incredible  
responsiveness, value, and leading  
network expertise at significant cost 
savings. Knitting together members’ 
regional networks to OmniPoP fiber  
circling downtown Chicago, OmniPoP 
provides multiple access points,  
redundancy, peering, and services  




